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It is not a missionary religion in the ordinary sense of
the term. It has no doubt absorbed many tribes in its
fold, but this absorption has been of an evolutionary,
imperceptible character. Hinduism tells each man to wor-
ship God according to his own faith or dhanna* and
so lives at peace with all religions.'*
Of Christ, Gandhi has written: "I am sure that if He
were living here now among men. He would bless the
lives of many who perhaps have never even heard His
name . . . just as it is written: 'Not everyone that saith
unto me. Lord, Lord ... but he that doeth the will of
my Father.'t In the lesson of His own life, Jesus gave
humanity the magnificent purpose and the single objec-
tive toward which we all ought to aspire. I believe that
He belongs not solely to Christianity, but to the entire
world, to all lands and races."
On my last evening in Wardha I addressed the meeting
which had been called by Mr. Desai in Town Hall. The
room was thronged to the windowsills with about 400
persons assembled to hear the talk on yoga. I spoke
first in Hindi, then in English. Our little group returned
to the ashram in time for a good-night glimpse of Gandhi,
enfolded in peace and correspondence.
Night was still lingering when I rose at 5:00 A.M.
Village life was already stirring; first a bullock cart by
the ashram gates, then a peasant with his huge burden
balanced precariously on his head. After breakfast our
trio sought out Gandhi for farewell pronams. The saint
rises at four o'clock for his morning prayer.
"Mahatmaji, good-bye!" I knelt to touch his feet. "In-
dia is safe in your keeping."
worshipful incorporation into its fold of prophets of all ages
and all lands. The Vedic scriptures regulate not only devo-
tional practice but all important social customs, in an effort
to bring man's every action into harmony with divine law.
* A comprehensive Sanskrit word for law; conformity to law
or natural righteousness; duty as inherent in the circumstances
in which a man finds himself at any given time. The scrip-
tures define dharma as "the natural universal laws whose ob-
servance enables man to save himself from degradation and
suffering".
t Matthew 7:21. .